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AMENDMENT 


In response to the Office action mailed February 22, 2002, please amend this application 
as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS: 


Rewrite claims 36 and 40 such that they read as follows: 


Serial No.: 09/057,313 

Attorney Docket No.: 033449-002 

Amendment 

36. (Amended) The method of claim 16 wherein said lifting and transporting step 
includes gripping each container with said gripping portion, and wherein said positioning step 
includes, for selected ones of said containers, raising and lowering, rotating, and inclining said 
gripping portion and said selected ones of said gripped containers relative to said body portion. 

40. (Amended) The method of claim 16 wherein said marine vessel includes a rail 
extending along a deck of said ship, and wherein the method further comprising the steps of, 
before said lifting and transporting step, providing a ramp having a downwardly extending lip 
and coupling said ramp to said marine vessel such that said lip is located adjacent to and 
inwardly of said rail and such that said ramp extends between said vessel and a loading dock. 

Remarks 

Claims 36 and 40 have been amended. Marked-up copies of the amended claims, 
identifying the changes thereto, accompanies this Amendment. Review and reconsideration of 
the application is respectfully requested. 

Claim 36 is rejected as containing subject matter which was not described in the 
specification. In particular, the Office action takes the position that the raising, lowering, 
rotating and inclining motions for each container are not disclosed in the specification. 
Accordingly, claim 36 has been amended to clarify that the raising, lowering, rotating and 
inclining motions are carried out for selected ones of the containers. 

Claim 40 has been amended to change the term "rail with a downwardly depending lip" 
to "ramp with a downwardly extending lip" as requested in the Office action. 

Claims 16-19, 21, 22 and 22-40 are rejected as allegedly defining obvious subject matter 
over U.S. Pat. No. 4,325,667 to Freeman in light of U.S. Pat. No. 3,691,595 to Backteman et al 
and U.S. Pat. No. 4,201,51 1 to Charles. This rejection is traversed for the reasons discussed 
below. 

As noted in the Office action, the Freeman reference discloses lifting strapped pallets and 
transporting the strapped pallets onto a ship via a forklift. The Office action notes that the 
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